
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Donors dug 
deep this quarter to help the 
North Central Texas College 
Foundation support its mission 
of assisting students with schol-
arships for higher education.
 Vice Chancellor of External 
Aff airs Debbie Sharp reported, at 
the Nov. 15 NCTC Board of Re-
gents meeting, during the quarter 
from September 2021 through 
November 2021, the foundation 
received more than $1.1 million 
in charitable gifts.
 “So, I believe that might be our 

biggest quarter ever,” Sharp said. 
“It was exciting when I pulled 
those numbers for tonight.” 
Sharp said the possible record 
high donation total was bolstered 
by a $700,000 gift from the Ade-
line Clark Beady estate. “Th ose 
funds will be used primarily for 
Montague County for our [Red 
River] Promise program. So, 
we’re really excited. Th at’s a good 
kickstart for our Promise pro-
gram.”
 She also noted the foundation 
awarded 862 scholarships worth 
more than $440,000 for the fall 
2021 semester.
 In addition, Sharp said Phil 

and Amanda Neeley started an 
endowed scholarship this quar-
ter. “And they are going to be 
supporting single mothers, so I 
think that’s kind of a neat twist 
that they want to do that.” Sharp 
also said Monty and Victoria 
Fisher donated $50,000 to help 
students from Cooke and Mon-
tague Counties.
 Sharp also announced four 
grants totaling $2.4 million.
 Under reports, Board of Re-
gents Secretary Christy Morris 
said the fi nance committee did 
not meet.
 Chair Karla Metzler provided 
an executive committee report.

 “We did have a meeting on 
Nov. 10,” Metzler said. “We had 
some discussion, of course, about 
the agenda for tonight’s meeting. 
We had discussion also about the 
Community College Commis-
sion on Finance, and Dr. Wallace 
gave us some detailed analysis on 
our data as it relates to the small, 
medium, large and very large 
campus of other institutions in 
our state and then he also pro-
vided a list of athletic programs 
that we’re considering bringing 
in, in the fall of 2022. Th at’s 
some exciting things that will be 
announced as time goes on.”

(Continued on Page 2)
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GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
Independent School District of-
fi cials and members of the com-
munity are set to regroup after 
the Nov. 2, 2021 failure of a $70 
million bond proposal which ad-
ministrators say will have rejuve-
nate some of the district’s aging 

facilities and provide for future 
enrollment increases. Th e discus-
sion took place during the Mon-
day, Nov. 15 GISD meeting.
 “[We’re] just really talking next 
steps because that seems to be the 
hot question that I’ve received,” 
Superintendent Dr. Des Stewart 
said. “Whether it’s in my weekly 
‘town hall meeting’ at Walmart or 
just through the community it’s 

what is the next step? Although 
the bond failed, the needs of 
the district have not gone away. 
Again, as we continue with each 
passing day our buildings are get-
ting no younger. And so, what I 
will be doing is fi rst of all I’ll be 
doing a debriefi ng. I’ve spoken 
with some members of our staff , 
but I’ll be debriefi ng with some 
of our community members 

just to get some insight on their 
perception of how the bond was 
handled, how the information 
[was] disseminated throughout 
the city. Was it enough informa-
tion? Was it not enough informa-
tion? To fi nd out…what could we 
do diff erently?”
 Next, Stewart said he will re-
convene the facilities steering 
committee which will ultimately 
make a recommendation on an 
improvement plan for the dis-
trict’s buildings.
 Options could include scaling 
down the project, renovating the 
middle school rather than build-
ing a new structure, or doing im-
provements to the current junior 
high along with the Edison Ele-
mentary school which is just two 
years newer than the junior high 
building on Lindsay Street. Th e 
needs of both buildings should be 
addressed, Stewart said. “Th ose 
will be the types of conversations 
that we’ll be engaging in with the 
facilities steering committee,” he 
said.
 Among the projects Stewart 
said he envisions are an audito-
rium at Gainesville High School, 
He also said he encourages board 
members to “have a seat at the ta-
ble” as construction and/or reno-
vation options for the district are 
considered.
 Monday’s meeting opened 
with comments from Chalmers 
Elementary School art teacher

(Continued on Page 4)
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 Not talking bad about any 
of the other Holidays, but 
Th anksgiving has to be my 
favorite one. Families get to-
gether, surround a bountiful 
meal, socialize and give thanks. 
It always warms my heart…
and my belly! Th e smells that 
fi ll the air – from that glorious 
Turkey and hopefully some 
good pies to go with it. I can’t 
wait for it. With that all of us 
at Th e Weekly News wanted to 
wish you and your family the 
best Th anksgiving possible. 
I know we are very thankful 
for all of you helping us bring 
you local news every week. 
Without all of you readers, we 
wouldn’t be here so THANK 
YOU ALL! Happy Th anksgiv-
ing!

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Travel is back in fashion and 
the light turned green for Stan-
ford House to resume their 
travel tours… and everyone is 
invited!  Th ey’re going to Sa-
vannah in the spring and the 
trip is open to the public, as 
always. Departure/return is 
April 23 through May 1, and 
will include a tour of Savan-
nah, Jekyll Island and Beau-
fort, SC. Trip cost is very af-
fordable, especially with the 
included meals and excursions.  
Th e deadline for getting your 
deposit of $75 in for our Sa-
vannah trip is December 15, 
2021.  For more information, 
turn to Facebook/2020 Stan-
ford House or call 940/668-
1452 Tue.-Th u. 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  Th ey’ll call you back 
if you leave a message.

++++++++

 Th e Salvation Army Red 
Kettle will once again be out-
side our local Gainesville Wal-
Mart this Christmas, and is 
one of the Army’s primary 
fundraising eff ort this year.  
All funds raised support year-
round programs and services of 
Th e Salvation Army right here 
in our community.  We will 
kick off  the bell ringing the 
day after Th anksgiving, Friday 
26, 2021.  Th en every Satur-
day leading up to Christmas.   
As mentioned, we will be in 
front of both Wal-Mart doors 

(Continued on Page 5)

GISD Honors Staff - Faculty and staff members named Employee and Teacher of the Month were at 
the Nov. 15 regular meeting of the Gainesville Independent School District. Pictured are Teacher Kevin 
Bentley of Gainesville Junior High School, Counselor Jill Brown of Gainesville High School, Teacher Laura 
Gibbs of Chalmers Elementary School and Superintendent Dr. Des Stewart.       (The Weekly News Photo)  

Happy Thanksgiving
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COOKE COUNTY – - 
Former Cooke County 
Judge John Roane seeks 
to return to the Court-
house as Th e County 
Judge in the upcoming 
2022 election, after leav-
ing offi  ce in 2015 to care 
for his ailing wife, Gail.
 Beginning his career in 
Cooke County in 1997 
as Precinct 4 Justice of 
Th e Peace, Roane was ap-
pointed Cooke County 
Judge in May of 2009. 
Roane, a fourth-genera-
tion Cooke County resi-
dent, spent 20 years in 
the US Air Force, where 
he served as an RF-4 
Phantom pilot in assign-
ments around the world. 

In 1989, Roane retired as 
a major and returned to 
Cooke County to live in 
Valley View.
 With his previous ex-
perience and knowledge 
as Cooke County Judge, 

Roane will be uniquely, 
day-one ready for the 
demanding job. Roane 
said his understanding 
of Cooke County offi  ces, 
alongside his experience 
and desire for greater in-
ternal communications 
will be the necessary ele-
ments to create a cost-
eff ective county govern-
ment. Roane believes the 
offi  ce of County Judge 
should serve all the peo-
ple of the community. 
His plans include redi-
recting funds to benefi t 
local VFDs, law enforce-
ment and EMS.
 As a 20- year A.B.B.A. 
board member, Roane 
also serves as a Meals 

on Wheels board mem-
ber and delivery driver, 
a member of Muenster 
Post 6205 VFW, and is 
a past church deacon at 
First Baptist of Valley 
View. With the support 
of his wife, the former 
Betty Harrison Hames, 
Roane hopes to return to 
his life of service as Cooke 
County Judge and con-
tinue his judicial career, 
which began in 1997.
 “I believe in preserving 
the unique qualities and 
beauty of Cooke County,” 
said Roane. I will also do 
all I can to provide better 
services for our citizens 
and preserve our natural 
resources.”

Roane Announces Intent 
to Run for County Judge

(Continued from Page 1)

 Next, board member Jon 
Grime presented a report 
from the building commit-
tee. 
 “We met today, and we 
discussed the overall age 
and square footage of the 
roughly 700,000 square 
foot of facilities that are ei-
ther owned or leased by the 
college,” Grime said. “We 
also reviewed the projects 
that were completed in 
2021 and the projects that 
are ongoing now.”
 In his chancellor’s ad-
ministrative report, Dr. 
Brent Wallace said, “Over 
the past several years, the 
board of regents has been 
working toward trying to 
fi nd mechanisms to fur-
ther communicate with 
not only our local annexa-
tion tax base but also our 
branch maintenance tax 
district in Graham ISD.”
 He said lacking any 
state guidelines, NCTC 
has considered forming 

a “liaison-type” position 
that would represent the 
community and regularly 
attend college board meet-
ings. Th e staff  member will 
report from the Graham 
community. 
 Wallace introduced Gra-
ham representative Ellen 
Morris who was on hand 
for the meeting. Wallace 
noted, “Ellen has served 
in many supporting roles 
including membership of 
NCTC Foundation in Gra-
ham. She’s also a longtime 
educator and understands 
the role and the scope of 
the Texas community col-
lege.”
 Wallace also noted staff  
members and others are in-
vited to attend the launch 
of Red River Promise set 
for Jan. 11, 2022.
 “Our ISD partners, 
again, this is the Red River 
Promise,” Wallace said. 
“It’s…serving [students 
in] Cooke, Montague and 
Graham ISD.” He said su-
perintendents representing 

all partnering districts will 
likely attend the program 
kickoff .
 He also provided a list 
of December events and 
encouraged staff  and board 
of regents members to at-
tend as many of the events 
as possible.
 In addition, Wallace an-
nounced the “NCTC cross 
country team fi nished 15th 
and 16th, men’s and wom-
en’s [teams], in nationals,” 
he said. 
 Achieving the Dream 
coaches were set to visit the 
campus Nov. 18 and 19. 
He also reminded regents 
the next board meeting is 
scheduled for Dec. 13.
 Vice Chancellor of Fis-
cal Aff airs Dr. Van Miller 
presented a fi nancial re-
port. He noted the college 
is “right in the middle of 
audit season” and staff  has 
been working to supply re-
quired information to the 
auditors.
 “For the fi rst couple of 
months of every fi scal year 

our fi nancial statements 
are somewhat in turmoil as 
we’re closing the previous 
year and opening the new 
one,” Miller said. “Th ere is

(Continued on Page 5)

Recent Donor Gifts Could be a 
NCTC Foundation Record

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

License # TACLA 26542C

Are you prepared for the 
upcoming winter season?
Give us a call to take advantage of our Fall/
Winter Preventative Maintenance Special.

Only $99.00 for one system and
$79.00 per additional system. 

Available from October 1 through January 1 2022. 
Residential, Commercial • New Construction

Single and Multi-Family • Discounts for Veterans
 Maintenance Agreements • 24 Hr Emergency Services 

No Overtime Fees. 
Of  ce Hours M-F 7AM-4PM

After Hours Service Available Including Weekends



Michael (Mike)
Alan Griffi n

Services
 Michael (Mike) Alan 
Griffi  n, 65 of Whitesboro 
passed away November 15, 
2021, in Denison.
 Th e family will receive 
friends at the Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son funeral home on 
Wednesday, November 17 
from 5:30-7:30 pm.
S ervices will be held Th urs-
day, November 18 at 10:00 
am at Geo J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home.
 Burial will follow at the 
Belew Cemetery, 9500 
Belew Road in Aubrey, Tex-
as.
History
 Mike was born June 13, 
1956, in Wichita Falls, Tex-
as to Jack & Lovella Griffi  n.  
He was the third of four 
children born to this union.
 Mike was the captain of 
the Rodeo Team of Wichita 
Falls Ryder High School 
where he participated in bull 
riding and bareback riding.  
He graduated in 1974 and 

started traveling with the 
wheat harvest in Kansas and 
went all the way to Canada.  
He was an avid horse trainer 
and worked on several horse 
ranches around Aubrey.
 He met the love of his life, 
Deborah Kay Smotherman 
in 1975 and they married 
September 4, 1976.  Th ey 
had recently celebrated their 
45th wedding anniversary.
 Mike worked in con-
struction, the sand bagging 
industry and was currently 
employed by Enderby Gas 
in Gainesville.  Th ere was 
no job too large or small for 
him whether he was build-
ing, designing, sewing, engi-
neering, or just tinkering in 
his shop.  He was also a jour-
neyman machinist. Mike 
loved everyone he met espe-
cially his co-workers and his 
customers at Enderby Gas.
Th ere was never a dull mo-
ment when Mike was in the 
room.  His witty personality 
was always ready for a good 
prank or a funny saying 
when he was around. 
 In 1990, Mike submit-
ted his life to God and was 
baptized in Jesus name and 
fi lled with the Holy Ghost. 
It set him on a path of ser-
vitude for the remainder of 
his life.   He was a minister 
for Pastor Jack Warren for 
almost 28 years.  He worked 
the jail ministry in Gaines-
ville for over 14 years as well 
as the nursing home minis-
try for 13 years.  He was a 
Sunday school teacher at 
Jesus Christ Tabernacle for 

many years and was loved 
dearly by the children as he 
was always a child at heart.
Survivors
 Survivors include: wife, 
Deborah Kay Griffi  n, son 
and daughter-in-law Philip 
and Mandi Griffi  n and two 
grandchildren Ivie and Sha-
mus Griffi  n.  He is survived 
by his sister and brother-in-
law Pam and Barry Perkes, 
his step-mother Janell Grif-
fi n, nephew John Griffi  n 
and nieces Jessica Ockerman 
and Jennifer Griffi  n, father-
in-law and mother-in-law 
Gordon and Joy Smoth-
erman, sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law Janet and 
Larry Epperson and a host 
of cousins, nieces and neph-
ews.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Jack and 
Lovella Griffi  n, his sister 
Sue Farmer, and his brother 
Kenny Don Griffi  n.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to the church 
or charity of one’s choosing.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Burney Louise Henry

Services
Mrs Burney Louise Hen-

ry passed away November 
20, 2021.  A graveside ser-
vice will be held at 2:00 
PM Tuesday, November 23, 
2021 at the Fairview Cem-
etery Pavilion with Wade 
Bower and Steve Bailey of-
fi ciating.  A visitation will 
start at 1:30 PM at the pa-
vilion.
History

She was born July 7, 1921 
in Burneyville, OK as one of 
six children to Th omas “TJ” 
and Sarah “Sadie” Jackson 
Owensby.
 Burney attended school in 
Burneyville and high school 
in Marietta.  She and Wil-
lard Henry were married on 
October 2, 1937 and were 
united for 54 years.  Willard 
passed away in 1989.  Th ey 
lived in Gainesville until 

1985 when they moved to 
Corsicana to be near their 
daughter and son-in-law 
Annett and husband Jack.  
Burney lived there until 
2014 when she and Annett 
moved back to Gainesville 
after Annett’s husband Jack 
passed away.
 Mrs. Henry was a tal-
ented woman.  Anything 
she set her mind to do, 
she could do and was very 
good at it.  Th is included 
gardening, knitting, seam-
stress, designing homes, and 
nursing.  She loved people.  
When she said “I love you”, 
she wasn’t just saying it, she 
meant it.
 Burney nursed for 40 
years, starting at the old 
Sanitarium in Gainesville.  
She went to school, received 
her license, and graduated 
at the top of her class.  She 
worked at the Gainesville 
Hospital for 25 years.  Her 
favorite department was the 
emergency room.
 After moving to Corsi-
cana, Mrs. Henry worked 
for Twilight Nursing Home 
for 15 years and retired at 
the age of 82.  She loved 
nursing, whether working 
at a facility or taking care of 
someone in her home.
 Burney and Willard had 
one daughter, Annett, that 
was their pride and joy.  
Many happy hours were 
spent together with her 
family camping and fi shing.
Mrs. Henry’s top prior-
ity was her faith.  She put 
the Lord and His Church 
before everything.  At the 
time of her death, she was 
a member of Hillcrest 
Church of Christ.  She at-
tended worship every time 
the doors were open.  Even 
sometimes when she didn’t 
feel well; she would always 
say “I would feel as good 
there as sitting at home.”
 Burney celebrated her 

100th birthday with her 
family and friends with a 
party.  She enjoyed the day 
very much.  He birthday is 
one thing she looked for-
ward to celebrating.
Survivors

Mrs. Henry is survived 
by her daughter Annett Ta-
tum numerous nieces and 
nephews and many special 
friends and special neigh-
bors Danny and Bonnie.
Donations

Donations in her mem-
ory may be made to:  Hill-
crest Church of Christ, 
1712 Oneal St. Gainesville, 
TX 76240, or N. Beaton 
Church of Christ, 2725 N. 
Beaton St., Corsicana, TX 
75110.
You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Billy Mac Hamer
 
Services

Billy Mac Hamer passed 
from this life on November 
17, 2021 at the age of 93.
 A family graveside service 
was held on Friday, Novem-
ber 19, 2021.  If you wish to 
honor his life with a memo-
rial donation, please make a 
donation to the charity of 
your choice.
History
 Mr. Hamer was born on 
July 27, 1928 to Daisy and 
Hiram Hamer on the family 
farm in Weatherford, Texas.
 He always loved the 
cowboy life and after high 
school, he went to work 
at the Diamond A Cattle 
Company in Artesia, New 
Mexico.  In 1946, he joined 
the U.S. Air Force and 
served honorably until his 
discharge.
 On February 4, 1949, 
Bill married Doris Roberts 

in Fort Worth, Texas. Th ey 
started their life together in 
Weatherford, Texas where 
he became a licensed elec-
trician while he worked for 
his brother Harry at Hamer 
Electric.  Th e opportunity 
came for him to become a 
cattle inspector for the U. 
S. government which was a 
job he really enjoyed.  One 
of the livestock auctions he 
was responsible for was the 
Gainesville Livestock Auc-
tion, and in 1961 he moved 
his family to Gainesville to 
work there.
 In 1967, Bill and Doris 
bought the Muenster Live-
stock Auction which he op-
erated until 1997.  Both he 
and Doris loved Muenster 
and the wonderful people 
there.  He continued to 
buy and sell cattle until 
his health began to decline 
a few years ago.  He was a 
member of the Callisburg 
Church of Christ.  Bill was a 
hard worker and was always 
honest in his business deal-
ings.
Survivors 
 Mr. Hamer is survived 
by his son Michael Joe and 
daughter Marcia Schmitz 
and husband Mike, three 
grandchildren, Heather 
Martin and husband Casey, 
Melinda Schmitz, and Jus-
tin Schmitz and his wife 
Karah.  He is also survived 
by three great-grandchil-
dren, Bryce Martin, Harper 
Schmitz and Nelly Schmitz.
 Bill was preceded in death 
by his wife Doris, his par-
ents, seven sisters and three 
brothers.  
 Th e family would like 
to thank Renaissance Care 
Center and Trio Hospice for 
their care and kindness to 
Bill and Bill’s family during 
his fi nal days. 
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.
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Texoma High School 
Inaugural

All-Star Bowl

The Texoma All-Star Game was designed 
to help under-recruited high school seniors 
get recruiting exposure so they can get a 
scholarship to play on the next level. The 

Texas Roster will consist of players selected 
for Gainesville, Lindsay, Muenster, Sherman, 

Denison, Saint Jo, Bowie, Whitesboro,
Nocona and Sacred Heart. 

GAINESVILLE – Th e 
Tuesday, Nov. 16 regular 
meeting of the Gainesville 
City Council focused on 
“administrative” tasks, City 
Manager Barry Sullivan 
said.
 Th e fi rst item of business 
was authorization for Sulli-
van to execute the release of 
liens against two properties. 
Th e fi rst is 503 North Mor-
ris Street. Th e second item 
pertains to a house at 429 
Schopmeyer Street.
 “Th is item and the next 
item are the same thing,” 
Sullivan said. “Th ese [prop-
erties] have city liens on 
them. We took them to a 
tax sale earlier and no one 
bid on them because the 
liens are so high. It’s not 
worth paying what we bid 
at auction and the [tax] 
liens – you still have to pay 
those off .”
 He said he recommends 
releasing the liens on both 

homes.
 “Th at way, what it will 
do is it will allow the city 
to stop mowing and main-
taining them and get it back 
on the tax rolls and some-
body hopefully buys it and 
starts paying taxes on it,” he 
said. “Instead of costing us 
money, it will hopefully let 
us move forward.”
 Th e council voted unani-
mously to approve both 
agenda items.
 Next, the council ap-
proved purchase of a 2023 
Autocar Chassis from Chas-
tang’s Bayou City with roll-
off  hoist for the city’s solid 
waste division.
 “Th is is the purchase for a 
roll-off  truck,” General Ser-
vices Director Polly Boone 
said. “Th e roll-off  truck that 
it will be replacing, we’re 
just going to refurbish it… 
and so, we’ll use that as a 
back up truck.”
 In addition, Sullivan 

noted the city is required 
to have a back up accord-
ing to Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality 
standards. 
 Boone also noted the 
backup truck is a 2015 
model. 
 “Th ese trucks do not 
last as long,” Sullivan said. 
“Th ey don’t stop. Th ey’re 
working in some of the 
harshest environments. 
Th ey are sort of like [police] 
cars. Th ey get worn out 
pretty quickly.”
 Th e council also voted to 
authorize expenditures for 
the purchase of a 2022 Tra-
vis Live fl oor transfer trailer 
for the Solid Waste Divi-
sion replace a vehicle which 
was totaled in an accident. 

 Th e council approved the 
consent agenda which in-
cluded minutes of the Nov. 
2, 2021 city council meet-
ing.

City of Gainesville 
Releases Two Liens
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Janet Johnson and recogni-
tion of the following GISD 
Leopard Pride Students of 
the Month Yovanni Juarez, 
Ava Blaskovich, Sinay Ro-
driguez, Callaway Mofi eld, 
Adonai Gonzalez, Chisam 
Weir, Victoria Martinez, 
Alexa Medina, Maylin Cal-
leros and Margarita Mon-
toya.
 Employee of the Month 
was Jill Brown, counselor. 
Teachers of the Month 
were Laura Gibbs and Kev-
in Bentley.
 In his superintendent 
report, Stewart discussed 

districtwide enrollment.
 “We’re still up [in en-
rolmment],” Stewart said. 
“Right now, we are about 
83 kids above where we 
were at this exact same 
time last year.”
 Stewart said enrollment 
typically “kind of dwindles 
down” during October. “It 
ebbs and fl ows,” he added.
 He noted the district 
is experiencing its larg-
est enrollment increase at 
Edison Elementary School. 
“Of course.. my fi rst year 
here actually, we had that 
big pre-K class. Now if 
you look at your numbers, 
those kids are now third 
graders.”
 He said the district has 
another large Pre-K class 

this year. “I don’t know 
if this is indicative of the 
growth we are experienc-
ing as a city but we’re start-
ing to see more little ones 
come and those little ones 
become big ones and so 
those are things that we 
are going to have to con-
tinue to monitor as we talk 
about and ensure that we 
have enough space within 
our academic buildings to 
keep those kids within the 
interior of the buildings.”
 He said not much has 
changed on the attendance 
side. “Everything’s pretty 
much the same,” Stewart 
said, adding attendance is 

a concern for all school ad-
ministrators. Th e issue of 
“lost” students in the wake 
of the global pandemic is 
pressing for many districts. 
“Lost” students left their 
schools and did not return. 
“[Th ese Students] are not 
enrolled at other schools. 
And so, these districts are 
scrambling frantically to 
try to fi nd kids…we too 
are experiencing that and 
that’s just across the board. 
It’s not really heavy in 
any particular grade level. 
It’s really kind of spread 
amongst all of our grade 
levels. Our attendance is 
less than it was at this point 
last year and again, that’s 
kind of to be expected 
with our current situation, 

i.e., this whole pandemic.” 
Campus administrators are 
working to increase atten-
dance for all students who 
are well and able to attend 
classes, he said.
 Stewart also noted CO-
VID-19 numbers remain 
low.
 “I’m very, very happy to 
announce, of course last 
month we didn’t have any 
active [COVID] staff  cas-
es, this month, as of right 
now, today, we do not have 
any active staff  cases and 
we have two active student 
cases. So just under 3,100 
kids and just over 400 em-
ployees I think that’s all 

right. We have 3,500 peo-
ple and [only] two active 
cases in our district.”
 Stewart also reported on 
the GISD Strategic Plan, 
District of Innovation and 
Lone Star Governance.
 A report from Paula 
Parkhill president of the 
Student Health Advisory 
Council reported the coun-
cil has decided to focus on 
mental health. “We feel 
like the district is doing a 
good job already,” she said. 
“We just want to make sure 
we have all the resources 
that we can.” Programs 
which may be presented to 
students include off erings 
from the Texas Depart-
ment of State Heath Ser-
vices and Abigail’s Arms.

 Next, Assistant Super-
intendent of Curriculum 
and Instruction LaCreasha 
Stille presented an update. 
She discussed Renaissance 
data. Renaissance is de-
signed to measure student 
profi ciency in subjects in-
cluding reading, science, 
social studies and math. 
 Instructional Coordina-
tor Dana Dudenhoeff er 
provided an update on the 
fi ve-year E-3 or Empow-
ering Educators to Excel 
grant. “It comes to term at 
the end of this year,” she 
said. “We’ve been part of 
it for the last four years.” 
E-3 includes a leadership 

academy for teachers and 
recruitment teams which 
strive to attract experi-
enced educators to school 
districts.
 Under action items, the 
board approved casting all 
its votes for Cooke County 
Appraisal District board 
member and GISD board 
member Nathan Dempsey. 
It approved the CCAD 
contract for assessment 
and collection services and 
approved an order declar-
ing results of bond election 
returns.
 Th e school board also 
approved the following 
consent agenda items.
 Minutes of the regular, 
Oct. 18, 2021 meeting.
 Monthly bill list. 
 Financial statement.
 Eikon invoice for GISD 
scoreboard.

GISD to Reconvene Facilities Steering 

Committee After Bond Failure

Muenster State Bank
Gainesville

(940) 665-7900
Muenster

(940) 759-2257
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311 E. California St.
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Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com
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Dr. Andrew Warren, OD
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E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com
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• Insurance Claims
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Making Progress - A crew works Nov. 19 on a waterline connection project at the corner of Culberson Street and 
California Street. The endeavor is part of the ongoing Interstate 35 expansion project.           (The Weekly News Photo)  

TxDOT Updates on I-35 

Construction Closures
GAINESVILLE — Night-
ly Closures on I-35 or 
Frontage Roads are for 
barrier and detour work 
from 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 
a.m. Dates that span more 
than one night are recur-
ring nightly. Closures are 
picked up each morning 
by 6:00 a.m.
11/19 – 11/20
 • SB I-35 right lane 
CLOSED from Trinity 
Elm Fork to FM 1306. .

11/21 – 11/23
 • SB I-35 right lane 
CLOSED from Trinity 
Elm Fork to FM 1306.
11/29 – 11/30
 • SB I-35 right lane 
CLOSED from FM 1306 
to Spring Creek Rd.
11/30 – 12/01
 • SB I-35 entrance 
ramp from US 82 will be 
CLOSED.
11/30 – 12/01
 • NB I-35 exit ramp to 

FM 51 will be CLOSED.
Continuing until Spring 
2023:
 • NB Frontage Road re-
duced to 1-lane from FM 
51 to the new temporary 
NB I-35 Exit ramp to US 
82.
 Some construction 
will be postponed if poor 
weather conditions move 
into the area.
 Find the closure infor-
mation at DriveTexas.Org.



(Continued from Page 2)

a lot of fl ux going on and 
so as we close the fi scal year 
and get on for the coming 
months, we’ll have a lot of 
those things taken care of.”
 He also noted in the 
statement of funds, he 
wants to make sure regents 
focus on college funds 
without the inclusion of 
the funds earmarked for 
the Medal of Honor Mu-
seum.
 “Th ose really are not our 
funds,” Miller said. “And 
so, I would like to pull that 
out for the future state-
ments. Th at’s one of the 
changes that I attempted 
to make…”
 “On the budget com-
parison, this is one of those 
that I pay a lot of atten-
tion to every month but 
I’m already discovering this 
is going to be an interest-
ing year trying to compare 

where we are to the same 
time last year because there 
has been such an infl ux 
of federal funds and they 
come at diff erent times and 
they’re going to continue. 
We still haven’t spent those 
dollars that are all coming 
to us so there will still be 
some additional infl ux of 
those funds…for the next 
couple of months.”
 “Otherwise, the num-
bers look very typical for 
the second month of the 
fi scal year,” he said.
 Wallace also added that 
there will be “a conversa-
tion about the large infl ux 
of those funds.”
 “One of the things that 
Dr. Miller and I have been 
talking about is there’s a 
concern that with the state 
appropriation reduction 
that we experienced this 
biennial that we increased 
appearance of cash that 
will be put in arrears so to 
speak when we go back into 

a new biennial and that’s a 
conversation we want the 
board to be engaged with 
as well…Th ese aren’t mon-
ies that will be there next 
year,” Wallace said.
 A report from Denise 
Cason on the information 
technology services depart-
ment indicated ITS was 
able to use some federal 
funding to pay for needed 
items, and a water damage 
incident on the Corinth 
campus gave workers the 
time to complete a number 
of required projects.
 Th e board approved a 
consent agenda which in-
cluded the following items.
 Disposition of the Oct. 
25, 2021 minutes.
 Consider of personnel
 Consideration of the 
2022-2023 academic cal-
endar.
 Finally, regents approved 
a resolution of adopting 
tax abatement guidelines 
for 2022-2024.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Adam Jeong Presley, 36, 
Yukon, Okla. and Kristi 
Anne Stenhouse, 33, Yu-
kon.
 Travis Michael Sham-

burger, 41, Carrollton and 
Mary Frances Eberhart, 
35, Carrollton.
 Samuel Dane Scalco, 27, 
Decatur and Gry Aavist, 
28, Gainesville.
 Lewis Ryan Baugh, 25, 
Gainesville and Miranda 
Wade Elmore, 27, Gaines-
ville.
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Anonymously  Report 
Crime in Gainesville 

940.612.0000

Emergencies, Call 911

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Encore Energy Inc./Tex-
as Department of Trans-
portation reported duty 
on striking fi xture/high-
way landscape in the 8000 
block of Highway 82.
 Kristen Lanee Yarbrough 

reported harassment in the 
800 block of Highway 82.
 Mike Wayne Schmitz 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $2,500 in the 100 
block of North Grand Av-
enue.
 An incident of posses-
sion of drug parapher-
nalia was investigated in 
the 1000 block of North 

Clements Street.

Arrest Log
 Matthew L. Harvel, 40, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 400 
grams, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram.
 Nalleli Neal, 28, driv-
ing while intoxicated/open 

container, possession of 
dangerous drug.
 Jermaine K. Williams, 
25, misdemeanor warrants.
 Brandi D. Shaw, 43, 
shoplifting less $750.
 Tarrant A. Zimmerman, 
27, violation of protection 
order.
 Tonette P. Romine, 54, 
public intoxication.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

Medical Specialist for Adults
Diabetes | Hypertension | Heart Disease 
IBS | Arthritis | Anxiety | Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain | Depression | Chr nic Pain

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine 1994, 2004, 2014

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of North Texas
Ex-Assistant Professor at University of Florida

Gold Medalist MD (India)

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat & Sun by appointment

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and all insurances accepted or cash pay.

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

 
It begins with you….

For over 100 years, the Salvation Army has 
provided an avenue for Texans to help their 
neighbors in need.  This holiday season, we 

promise to do the most good in your
community with the gifts we receive.

 Will you help? 

To donate, please call 1-800-SAL-ARMY, 
visit our website at

www.salvationarmytexas.org
or mail your donation to: 

Salvation Army,
PO Box 661, Gainesville, TX 76241-0661

Recent Donor Gifts 
Could be a NCTC 
Foundation Record

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

(Continued from Page 1)

from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. receiving your do-
nations to assist our 
families and friends in 
need.  All kettle money 
stays right here in Cooke 
County by investing back 
into our local communi-
ties, including:  assisting 
VISTO with their Bud-
dy Backpack Program; 
providing medical and 
dental assistance; aiding 
with prescription, lodg-
ing and transportation 
costs.  A special cause, at 
this time of year, is pro-
viding Th anksgiving and 
Christmas turkeys for 
their family holiday meal.   
Special thanks goes out 
to our bell-ringing elves: 
4-H , First Christian 
Church, First State Bank, 
Kiwanis, Valley Creek 
Church and countless in-
dividuals who help raise 
money for our one and 
only fundraiser.  So if you 
have a little extra money 
in your pocket please 
stop by and drop some in 
our Red Kettles.  You will 
be helping someone you 
know.  

++++++++

 Have any new or light-
ly used jackets and coats 
just lying around the 
house? If so, drop them 
by Dry Clean Super Cen-
ter for their 15th Annual 
Coat Drive now through 
December 31 and help 
those in need. Dry Clean 
Super Center will donate 
the coats and jackets to 
local charity organiza-
tions who will distribute 
to those who are in need 
this winter season. Help 
them stay warm! Dry 
Clean Super Center is lo-
cated at 1001 E. Califor-
nia Street in Gainesville.
 For more information, 
or if your organization 
wants to help in any way, 
please contact Brandi at 
940-665-0048 or email 
hughsinc19@gmail.com.

Marriage License

Requests Received

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2015 Chevy Suburban

2014 Ford F-150
Supercrew 4x4 2016 Hyundai Sonata

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!
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Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Kenda Frances Carlton, 
45, was convicted of the 
Jan. 15, 2020 state jail fel-
ony off ense of credit card 
or debit card abuse and was 
sentenced to nine months, 
six days suspended time, 
one year confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs. Carlton was also 
convicted of the May 19, 
2021 state jail felony of-
fense of unauthorized use 

of a vehicle and was sen-
tenced to fi ve months, 26 
days suspended time, one 
year confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs.
 Noel Garcia II, 39, was 
convicted of the Dec. 22, 
2019 state jail felony of-
fense of forgery of a fi -
nancial instrument and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, ive years’ proba-
tion, a $5,000 fi ne plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Jasmine Nicole Paul, 36, 
was convicted of the July 2, 

2020 fi rst degree felony of-
fense of possession with in-
tent to deliver a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams and was sentenced 
to six days suspended time, 
three years confi nement in 
a state jail facility plus res-
titution and court costs. 
Paul was also convicted of 
the July 2, 2020 third de-
gree felony off ense of pro-
hibited substance in a cor-
rectional facility and was 
sentenced to six days sus-
pended time, three years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.

For all your HVAC Needs!
940-268-1800

Maintenance Plans
Commercial \ Residential
Single and Multi Family
Discounts for
Veterans and Seniors!
30 + years experience
License and Bonded LIC#TACLB26082E

PAPP CK 'N' MAILPACK 'N' MAIL
The Packing Pros

We take the hassle out of shipping!
FED EX US Mail

UPS Packing Materials
Boxes Mailbox Rental

Passport Photos Fax
Document Shredding Notary

Copies

1014 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville
Between Big Lots & Family Dollar

Phone 940-665-1188 / Fax 940-665-1099  Open 9-6 M-F & 10-2 Sat.

Document Shredding
Copies

Grand Jury Issues 14 Felony Indictments
GAINESVILLE- A Cooke 
County Grand Jury issued 
14 indictments in Septem-
ber. 
 Brian Dean Burleson, 
56, was indicted for the 
Sept. 3, 2021 state jail fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram.
 Jerrod Patrick Camp-
bell, 35, was indicted for 
the Sept. 28, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm by a felon.
 William Th omas Fer-
nandez, 23, was indicted 

for the Sept. 17, 2021 
fi rst degree felony off ense 
of sexual abuse of a child, 
continuous, under 14.
 Miguel Angel Flores, 29, 
was indicted for the Aug. 
14, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Jacob Ray Gilbert, 29, 
was indicted for the Aug. 
18, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of unlawful 
possession of a fi rearm by 
a felon.
 Patrick Terrell Glaze, 
46, was indicted for the 

Sept. 12, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and for the Sept. 12, 2021 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 28 
grams.
 Kyle Matthew 
Henneman, 28, was in-
dicted for the May 7, 
2020 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 28 grams.
 Eric Damone King, 28, 
was indicted for the Sept. 

7, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of abandoning or 
endangering a child.
 Lisa Dann Lee, 41, was 
indicted for the Sept. 26, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while 
intoxicated third or more.
 Kent Allen Marshall, 
51, was indicted for the 
Aug. 29, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of manu-

facture/delivery of a con-
trolled substance less than 
200 grams.
 Bethany Victoria Mayo, 
20, was indicted for the 
Sept. 2, 2021 second de-
gree felony off ense of bur-
glary of a habitation. 
 Jose Perez Jr., 20, was 
indicted for the Sept. 22, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 

controlled substance less 
than 400 grams.
 Nathaniel Elias Rodri-
guez, 18, was indicted for 
the Sept. 30, 2021 state 
jail felony off ense of unau-
thorized use of a vehicle.
 Wiley Morgan Walsh, 
24, was indicted for the 
Sept. 2, 2021 second de-
gree felony off ense of bur-
glary of a habitation.

$4 Million in Utility 
Relief Available for
Eligible Families 
Th rough AARP
SHERMAN - Eric M. 
Bridges, Executive Direc-
tor of Texoma Council of 
Governments (TCOG) 
announced today the ac-
ceptance of $4.2 million 
in federal funds for house-
holds aff ected by COV-
ID-19 provided through 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). “Th is emer-
gency funding is specifi -
cally designed to assist low 
income households meet 
their immediate energy 
needs,” stated Mr. Bridges. 
“When combined with 
complementary support-
ive services, these funds 
will help transition clients 
beyond their crisis situa-
tions.”
 Th e American Rescue 
Plan was passed into law in 
March of 2021 to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19, 
provide direct relief to 
Americans and repair the 
economy.
 “Th e new American Res-
cue Plan funds will benefi t 
families who have recently 
been aff ected by Corona-
virus through infection, 
unpaid leave of absences 
and those impacted from 
lingering long-term symp-

toms from the virus,” 
stated Judy Fullylove, 
TCOG’s Energy Services 
Director. “Th ere are many 
people who are not aware 
of these resources who 
may qualify for relief.”
 TCOG’s utility assis-
tance program includes 
the co-payment of utili-
ties for a specifi c period of 
time while learning ways 
to conserve energy. Ser-
vices also include a case 
management program 
with the goal of transition-
ing families off  welfare by 
providing assistance with 
the cost of expenses such 
as education, training and 
other necessary supplies 
and supportive series.
 Households that are in-
come eligible may receive 
utility assistance with elec-
tric, natural gas or propane 
bills for as long as funds 
are available. Applicants 
must be a resident of Col-
lin, Cooke, Denton, Fan-
nin, Grayson, Hunt, or 
Rockwall counties. If you 
are not a resident of one 
the listed counties, contact 
your local Community 
Action Agency (CAA) to 
fi nd out whether emer-

gency assistance funds are 
available.
 For more information 
and to view eligibility re-
quirements for this pro-
gram, please click here.
 About Texoma Council 
of Governments
 Th e Texoma Coun-
cil of Governments is a 
voluntary association of 
the local governments in 
Cooke, Fannin, and Gray-
son Counties. Established 
in 1968, the Texoma 
Council of Governments 
promotes economy and 
effi  ciency in the coordi-
nated planning and devel-
opment of the tri-county 
region through its com-
munity and economic 
development activities. 
Either directly, or through 
contractors, the Council 
provides housing, utility 
assistance, and weather-
ization services for low-
income citizens in the re-
gion and assists the elderly 
through a variety of Area 
Agency on Aging pro-
grams. Th e Council also 
facilitates the delivery of 
grant funding for home-
land security and criminal 
justice.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following incidents 
were reported to the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce.
 William Derek King re-
ported burglary of a habi-
tation in the 800 block of 
Blackjack Road.

 Arson was investigated 
in the 400 block of Black-
jack Road.
 
Arrest Log
 Juan Carlos Ramos, 28, 
burglary of a building.
 Rusty Stigger, 47, failure 
to appear.

 Tuyen Pham, 46, public 
intoxication.
 Katherine Lyuda Nor-
wood, 27, failed to signal 
turn including moving 
right or left.
 Corey Wade Flowers, 29, 
driving while license inval-
id.

The Weekly News
Where Cooke County

Gets its News!
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Opinions

Patrick J. Buchanan

Kyle Rittenhouse ---
Both Right and Righteous

By Patrick J. Buchanan

In judging the actions of 
Kyle Rittenhouse, set aside 
for the moment Wisconsin 
law under which he is be-
ing tried, and consider the 
natural law, the moral law, 
the higher law written on 
the human heart.
 In terms of values dem-
onstrated and the deeds 

done that night that Rit-
tenhouse shot the three 
men who attacked him, 
who was on the righteous 
side?
 Consider what Ritten-
house did that night of 
Aug. 25, 2020, and why.  
 Watching on television 
the nightly riots in Keno-
sha, Wisconsin, a town 20 
miles from his home in 
Antioch, Illinois, that he 
knew well, Rittenhouse 
decided to go to Kenosha 
to protect property that 
embattled police had been 
unable to defend during 
the riots. For protection, 
he picked up the AR-15 
that he kept in Kenosha.
 Toward midnight, Rit-
tenhouse was confronted 
by Joseph Rosenbaum, 
an ex-con twice his age. 
Rosenbaum threatened 

Rittenhouse, backed him 
into a corner and tried to 
grab the barrel of his rifl e. 
When a shot rang out 
nearby, Rittenhouse shot 
four times within a single 
second.
 When Rosenbaum fell, 
Rittenhouse took off  run-
ning, looking for the police 
to turn himself in, with a 
mob in hot pursuit.
 Out of that mob, an as-
sailant hit him in the head, 
knocking his hat off . Rit-
tenhouse fell on the street. 
Another rioter jumped, 
kicked and stomped his 
head on the concrete pave-
ment. Another hit him in 
the head with a skateboard. 
 Another man confronted 
him with a loaded pistol 
and aimed it at Ritten-
house’s face from a few feet 
away. 
 Rittenhouse shot and 
killed Anthony Huber, 
who had hit him with the 
skateboard and was grab-
bing his gun barrel, and 
wounded the man holding 
the gun to his face. When 
Rittenhouse shot both 
men, he was still on the 
ground.
 While Rittenhouse’s de-
cision to go to Kenosha 
may have been unwise, it 
was also unselfi sh and, in-
deed, brave. He was risking 
his life in a riot to defend 
another man’s property 
and do his civic duty in a 
situation of lawlessness. He 
could have stayed home, as 
almost everyone in Keno-
sha did that night, while 
their city was burned and 
pillaged.
 And what were the mo-
tives and goals of Joseph 
Rosenbaum, the child rap-
ist and ex-con, and Antho-
ny Huber, who wielded the 
skateboard? 
 What were they doing in 
Kenosha, if not helping to 
sustain a criminal riot to 
destroy property Ritten-
house had come to defend?
 “Why was he there? I 
have no answer. I ask my-

self that question every 
day,” said Rosenbaum’s fi -
ancee about that night.
 Again, whatever one 
thinks of Rittenhouse’s 
entering a volatile situa-
tion, he emerges as one of 
the good guys. His actions 
were taken for commend-
able goals, whereas his as-
sailants’ purposes were to 
engage in a criminal ram-
page and riot. 
 Th is is why Rittenhouse 
is being so fi ercely defend-
ed. People sense that what-
ever he did, the 17-year-
old went to Kenosha to do 
the right thing.
 Th ose who believe the 
Black Lives Matter-antifa 
riots were justifi ed are the 
ones who want Ritten-
house to spend the rest 
of his life in prison -- for 
shooting rioters who were 
threatening and attacking 
him for interfering with 
their crimes.
 Sensing Rittenhouse has 
the country behind him, 
media eff orts have been 
mounted to fi nd a racial 
element in Rittenhouse’s 
motivation. President Joe 
Biden implied that the 
Kenosha shootings were 
the work of white suprem-
acists.
 Th e president’s state-
ment was as ignorant as it 
was malicious.
 Rittenhouse is white. 
All three men he shot are 
white. His defense attor-
ney and the prosecutor are 
white. Th e trial judge is 
white.
 Only Rosenbaum is re-
corded as having used the 
N-word that night during 
what was billed as a BLM 
protest for racial justice.
 Under Wisconsin law, 
the issue comes down to 
self-defense.
 Did Rittenhouse fi re his 
AR-15 because he believed, 
with reason, that he might 
suff er death or serious 
bodily harm if he did not? 
 Or did he provoke the 
rioters into attacking him 

so he could run up a body 
count, as the prosecution 
alleges? 
 Shooting the individual 
who put the loaded pistol 
in Rittenhouse’s face was 
surely self-defense. And, 
according to testimony, 
Rosenbaum and Huber 
both sought to grab the 
barrel of the AR-15 to pull 
it away, in which case Rit-
tenhouse would have been 
at their mercy, and possibly 
dead.
 Th e judge has expanded 
the range of charges of 
which Rittenhouse may be 
convicted, giving the jury 
a menu of lesser charges 
if they do not believe that 
Rittenhouse was guilty of 
“intentional homicide.” 
 Th e prosecution has de-
scribed Rittenhouse as an 
“active shooter,” calling to 
mind the Las Vegas gun-
man who massacred doz-
ens of people at a music 

concert by fi ring from his 
hotel room.
 But a 17-year-old run-
ning from a mob and 
shooting while sitting on 
the ground and being at-
tacked scarcely fi ts the 
description of an “active 
shooter.” 
 Kyle Rittenhouse used 
his rifl e to protect someone 
else’s property and his own 
life. He was both righteous 
and in the right. Th ey were 
in the wrong.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 Susan Estrich’s article 
in the last week’s edition 
of the Weekly was an in-
teresting read. Although 
I may not agree with all 
she wrote, and as I haven’t 

heard or intend to hear 
the Brandon euphemism 
rap song on YouTube, I 
do agree all of us, not just 
journalists, should be con-
cerned about curtailing free 
speech. But in saying that, 
I feel it is our responsibility 
to use that freedom wisely. 
Instead of promoting ha-
tred and divisiveness, we, 
and especially our media, 
can be a powerful infl u-
ence for the civil exchange 
of ideas in this country. For 
the sake of ourselves and 
our country, let’s promote 
peace, not division.

Sheila Graham
Gainesville 

Letters to 
the Editor...

By Froma Harrop

Claiming territory like a 
conquering army, a vast 
desert is on the march. It 
swallows small towns, sub-
urbs and the wide expanses 
of farmland in between. 
Art Cullen is determined 
to beat back the tumble-
weeds.
 Th e Storm Lake Times’ 
editor and co-owner is bat-
tling the spread of news 
deserts, the ominous name 
given to communities 
without local newspapers 
to expose corruption at 
City Hall and cover high 
school football rivalries un-
der the Friday night lights.

 Cullen and his family 
newspaper -- fi ve of its 10 
employees are related -- are 
profi led in the documen-
tary “Storm Lake,” which 
premiered Monday on 
PBS after generating buzz 
on the fi lm festival circuit. 
Th rough directors Beth 
Levison and Jerry Risius’ 
lens, the twice-weekly Iowa 
paper is a microcosm of 
American print media. 
 “Most people in Storm 
Lake care about communi-
ty,” Cullen says in the fi lm. 
“But how long does a com-
munity support journal-
ism? Because now people 
want to get their news for 
free, and people are saying, 
‘Oh well, that’s not worth a 
dollar.’ And that’s not how 
you sustain a democracy.” 
 Th ree years after winning 
a Pulitzer Prize, the Storm 
Lake Times was fi ghting 
for survival. Its struggles 
mirror those playing out 
in small newsrooms from 
the heartland to the coasts. 
Print advertising plum-
meted as businesses shifted 
their focus online, where 
Facebook, Google and 

Amazon gobble up nearly 
70% of digital ad dollars. 
 “Our ads fell off  a cliff , 
just like every other news-
paper,” says Art’s brother, 
publisher and co-owner 
John Cullen, who chose to 
forgo his paycheck when 
he became eligible to re-
ceive Social Security ben-
efi ts. 
 More than 2,000 U.S. 
newspapers have shuttered 
in the last 15 years, accord-
ing to journalism professor 
Penelope Muse Abernathy’s 
research. Th e communities 
they covered are now news 
deserts, bereft of both the 
watchdog reporting that 
makes crooked politicians 
shudder and the positive 
publicity that makes civic 
boosters beam with pride. 
 If Art Cullen is a proph-
et crying out in the wil-
derness, the adage about 
prophets going without 
honor in their hometown 
rings true. Winning the 
2017 Pulitzer for editorial 
writing led to a book deal, 
speaking engagements 
and a national platform, 
but it didn’t make Cul-

len a celebrity in Storm 
Lake. Advertising manager 
Mary Cullen explains in 
the documentary that con-
servative business owners 
fumed when her brother-
in-law was honored for his 
progressive pugilism on the 
opinion page.
 Sales were so dismal last 
year that the Storm Lake 
Times resorted to crowd-
funding to keep the paper 
in print and its reporters 
on the beat. A GoFundMe 
campaign raised $31,145 
to sustain the enterprise.
 Comparatively, the 
Times was lucky. COV-
ID-19 crippled the small 
businesses that still adver-
tise in local papers. Th e 
Poynter Institute, a jour-
nalism training center and 
think tank, reported more 
than 90 newsroom closures 
during the pandemic.
 Crisis brings opportu-
nity, but also opportun-
ists. Some 1,400 online 
news outlets sprang up in 
the last several years. While 
some publish journal-
ism in the public interest, 
many are news aggregators 

that provide little original 
content. Others are thinly 
veiled commentary mills 
bankrolled by conservative 
and liberal megadonors. 
 Writing for trade publi-
cation Editor & Publisher, 
Henry Scott reports that 
174 American local news 
sites are “managed by in-
terconnected companies 
headquartered in Dubai, 
Bahrain, and Sydney, Aus-
tralia.”
 “Storm Lake” poses an 
existential question: What 
happens if we lose the 
news? 
 Th e answer, according 
to a University of Notre 
Dame study, is local tax 
increases and higher inter-
est rates for government 
bonds. Th e intangibles 
might matter even more. 
 Th ere’s value in having 
the modern equivalent of a 
community bulletin board 
that lists everyone who 
was married and buried, 
announces local fundrais-
ers and showcases Christ-
mas parade fl oats. Visit a 
news desert and ask folks 
what that kind of resource 

would be worth to them. 
Far more than a newspa-
per’s single-copy price, I’ll 
bet.
 “Storm Lake” is stream-
ing for free on the PBS 
Independent Lens website. 
Watch the documentary to 
fi nd out how one extended 
family and one exceptional 
paper are weathering the 
news crisis. If it spurs a de-
sire to act, vote with your 
wallet and subscribe to the 
local newspaper in your 
own community. 
 Th e desert is gaining 
ground, but if we heed Art 
Cullen’s warning, we can 
make it an oasis. 
 Corey Friedman is an 
opinion journalist who ex-
plores solutions to political 
confl icts from an indepen-
dent perspective. Follow 
him on Twitter @corey-
writes. To fi nd out more 
about Corey Friedman and 
read features by other Cre-
ators writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators web-
page at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

Froma Harrop

Democracy Dies in News Deserts 

The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point. 
Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed 
letters will be printed as space allows. Letters that are 
not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the 
author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 
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Find it HERE
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Caregivers needed!!! Local hearts is a non-medical home 
care business servicing Cooke, Grayson, Denton and 
Montague Counties. They provide assistance with trans-
portation, medication reminders, grooming, housekeeping 
and pre/post-op care.  Must be 18 or older, have some ex-
perience with helping seniors and providing non-medical 
home care.  Shifts may vary depending on patients needs. 
Call 940-736-0496 or email localhearts2019@gmail.com.
                                                                                                                                                   07/14

Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call at 940-665-2320.

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Help Wanted
Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at
every level is “It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

FULL TIME
$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR

ALL NURSING SHIFTS
$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 
PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email jcp1000@ymail.
com.
                                                                   07/28

If you’ve lost 
your cat or 

dog, be sure 
to check these 

places

Noah’s Ark 
Animal
Shelter

940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

Red River 
SPCA

940-668-6714

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Legal Notices

VISTO is looking to 
hire a Warehouse per-
son.  Applications can 
be picked up at our of-
fi ce 1305 N. Culberson in 
Gainesville. M-F 8-12 pm
.                                                                  10/20

Help Wanted at Askew 
Tire. Apply in per-
son, 2002 E. Hwy 82 in 
Gainesville.
                                                                   10/20

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            11/03

Services

Class A CDL Driver For 
End Dump. Local Runs. 
M-F, Must Pass Drug 
Test. Average, $800/
week. Call/Text 940-736-
3439.
                                                                   11/17

 

 

Stop in for an application  
or call 612 - GRUB (4782) 

(Try not to call during the lunch rush—duh!) 

Now Hiring Waitresses
Lots of Gratuity Potential!
Service with a smile! 

 

Stop in for an application  
or call 612 - GRUB (4782) 

(Try not to call during the lunch rush—duh!) 

- NOW HIRING -
Administrative Assistant

for local hospitality company.
Job will encompass the following in addition 

to other miscellaneous tasks:
• Catering proposals and revisions.

 • Maintain contacts with catering clients, 
maintain employee  les 

• Manage reservations for  Bed and breakfast
• Computer Skills

• Assist with creation and production of
marketing materials, website, email lists, 

menus, wine lists, etc.
Compensation commensurate

with Experience!

 

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

Olaf is quite the stunner 
with his bright blue eyes 
and silky white fur. Olaf 
is something quite special 
to us here at the shelter. He 
loves to give hugs and will 
even give you kisses on 
the cheek. Olaf is Felv (-) 
but he is (+) for FIV. This 
just means that he needs to 
be the only cat in the home 
since he is positive. He can 
still live a long and healthy 
life with a family that is 

always on top if his health. You will always feel just 
how much Olaf loves you and he promises to show you 
everyday! Olaf has been neutered, microchipped, and 
is up to date on all his age appropriate vaccinations. 
If you are interested in adopting Olaf please give us 
a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set you up an ap-
pointment to come in and meet him! You will not want 
to miss your chance at meeting this sweet boy!! FIV is 
hard to transmit to other cats unless there are deep bite 
wounds. And, folks who might be afraid should know 
they can live perfectly healthy and happy lives. 

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

For Sale

Fertilized 4x4 round bale 
coastal hay. $30-35 per 
roll. South of Gainesville 
940-641-1991.
                                                                    12/15 Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-

tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   10/27

Fish Tank 36” W x 12” 
D x 17” H With Stand-
Needs Refi nished.  Model 
Train Set 50” X 98” with 
2 Engines Built by GMS 
Students Approximately 
35 Years Ago-Needs to be 
Restored. 940-736-7280.
                                                                   11/10

2008 GMC Yukon XL Sil-
ver 92,000 Miles Rough 
Exterior $10,500. 940-
736-7280.
                                                                   11/10

If you have lost or found 
something, place it in The 
Weekly News of Cooke 
County! We offer low rates 
and have the largest distri-
bution. 940.665.2320.

Garage 
Sales

Hair Cuts
Cuts by Anthony at It’s 
All About You Salon. 
Specializing in Men’s 
and Boy’s Cuts. 216 
N Main St, Muenster. 
HOURS Thurs-Friday 
10am-6pm Sat 10am-
3:30pm. 
                                                                   09/29

Animals 
For Sale

7 Bred Black Heifers. 1 
Calf on the Ground, 1 
Calf in About 4 Weeks. 
Balance Approx. 3 Mo. 
Call 817-480-5481.
                                                                   11/17

Found black and white cat at Lawrence Street and 
Highway 82 area. Had white collar. Very sweet and 
friendly. 940-368-6299.
                                                                                                                                                       11/24
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The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. 940-665-2320.

Rocking D 
Trucking

Backhoe/Skid Steer Service
Driveways

Rock/Dirt Hauling
Pads Built

Land Clearing and
Gradework

Over 25 Years Experience
940-736-6111
940-736-3843

10 Acres in a Prime 
Location Just a Few 

Minutes South of 
Gainesville on the 

Corner FM2071 and 
CR2156.  Beautiful 

Views and Ag-Exempt. 
Renovated Pasture and 

Pond, Excellent 2x4 
No Climb Pipe Fenc-

ing, 20x40 Engineered 
Metal Lean-to With 
1450 Gallon Water 
Tank, 40’ Custom-
ized HC Container, 
Electricity on Site. A 

Water Well and Septic 
System Will be Needed 
for a Home. $259,500 

FSBO; Owner
Financing Possible.
Call for Appointment

315-263-6390.

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Offi ce For Lease

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
               

Real Estate

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued...

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

House
For Rent

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Shop, Yard, Offi ce and 
Storage for lease.  1711 E 
Hwy 82. $1500/Mth Call 
Randy (940)736-4858.
                                                                                   11/03

Offi ce Building w/ Private 
Parking for lease. 410 N 
Dixon St. $1700/Mth Call 
Randy (940)736-4858.
                                                                                   11/03

Two bedroom.  No pets. 
W/D hookup. Water Paid. 
$975 rent. $975 deposit.  
940-902-9916.
                                                                                   11/03

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Erlandson Dirt Work
940-736-3439

Over 40 years Experience

Apartment For Lease

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
200 E Scott D

Dixon Apts
Shady Glen Apts.

Shadowood 
Townhomes 
826 N Main 
(Muenster)

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Specializing in
Lashes, Facials 
and Large Area 

Waxing

110 W. Main Street
Gainesville, Texas

580-630-7147

Two- 2 Bedroom,
1 Bath Duplex Apts. 
Refrigerator, Stove, 

Window ACs,
Space Heaters,

Water Paid $750/
Mth, $325 Deposit, 

No Pets.
401/403 N Howeth St

Gainesville
940-668-6388
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Cooke County History

Firehouse Tales
Part One of a Two Part Series
By Shana Powell
Contributing Historian
Th e Weekly News

Everyone stopped and 
glanced their way when-
ever they left the fi re-
house.  Sometimes when 
they emerged onto the 
street outside the station 
they were running rapidly.  
At other times the pace 
was slower, more sedate.  
Whatever their speed, they 
were greatly valued by the 
other members of the vol-
unteer fi re companies (the 
hook and ladder compa-
nies) who valiantly tried to 
protect the city from the 
spread of fi re.  Th ey were so 
esteemed that at one point 
a ladder company disband-
ed because they felt those 
members were not being 
appreciated enough by the 
mayor and city council.
 Who were these rock 
stars of the early fi re de-
partment in Gainesville?  
None other than the horses 
who pulled the wagons and 
hose carts to the scenes of 
fi res throughout town.  
Horses with names like 
Andy and Old John.
 For the fi rst few decades 
of Gainesville’s existence 
the city operated without a 
fi re department.  In 1873, 
the city council “autho-
rized the mayor to provide 
three ladders and neces-
sary hooks for each side of 
the square for fi refi ghting 
purposes.”  If a fi re broke 
out it would be up to the 
citizens to come together 
in a pressure situation to 
try and put the fi re out.  
Th at always was a scary 
proposition.  Who would 
take charge?  Who should 
concerned citizens listen 
to and follow orders from?  
Who would get the water?  
Organize fi re brigades?  
Who would climb up on a 
roof and try to extinguish a 

blaze?  
 With the growth of the 
city, it became imperative 
to develop a better system.  
Th e answer was the estab-
lishment of hook and lad-
der companies composed 
of volunteers dedicated 
to learning how to work 
together to contain fi res 
eff ectively and effi  ciently.  
Th ese companies chose of-
fi cers, held regular meet-
ings and provided training 
for the men who joined.  
Th e fi rst fi re company was 
organized in 1880.
 Initially the men rushed 
to bring everything they 
needed to fi ght a fi re by 
in carts they pulled by 
hand. Th at changed in 
1884 when a city hall-fi re 
station-jail was construct-
ed and at the same time 
two horse carriages were 
bought by the fi re depart-
ment.  Th e purchase of 
“two horses for the fi re de-
partment was ordered and 
the authorization came 
from the city for the hose 
carts to be rebuilt to make 
them horse drawn.”
 Th e fi rst fl oor of the new 
municipal building housed 
the fi re station with storage 
rooms for the fi re wagons 
and stalls for the horses.  
Each “wagon belonged to 
a diff erent fi re company:  
the Red Jacket Hook and 
Ladder Company, Rescue 
Hose Company, No. 1 and 
Alert Hose Co. No. 2.” 
 Th e “insignia for each 
company was carved in 
the keystone of the arch 
over the entry of its wagon.  
Th e harness for each pair 
of horses was suspended 
from the ceiling and at the 
sound of the alarm, they 
would drop onto the hors-
es for fast action.” It was an 
effi  cient and modern sys-
tem for the era.
 As the fi re department 
expanded the impor-

tance of the horses to the 
men grew.  On January 5, 
1888. it was reported that 
Captain C.O. Turner, “the 
newly elected chief of the 
fi re department made a fl y-
ing inspection of the city 
yesterday on the beauti-
ful hook and ladder truck, 
driven by the ever-faithful 
Andy.”
 Th en within a month 
controversy broke out.  
On February 9, at a called 
meeting of the Red Jacket 
Hose and Hook and Lad-
der company at fi reman’s 
hall the following resolu-
tion was adopted:
 “Resolved, that we the 
undersigned members 
of the Hook and Ladder 
Company, do hereby pro-
test against the action of 
the council at its meeting 
on February 7 in instruct-
ing the driver to work the 
truck horses on the street; 
and we the members of 
said company, request the 
mayor to call a meeting of 
the City Council at once 
and request that they re-
scind said resolution ad-
opted by them and if said 
resolution isn’t rescinded, 
we, the members of said 
company will disband.”
 Th e local newspaper had 
continuously been run-
ning stories about the poor 
conditions of the streets 
in Gainesville stating that 
many were fi lled with pot-
holes and sinkholes con-
taining water.  Th ey were a 
health risk and a danger to 
people traveling in wagons. 
Th e city council believed 
that it would be cost effi  -
cient to use the fi re horses 
to help with the street re-
pairs during their “down” 
time between fi res. Th e 
fi remen disagreed feeling 
the horses were specially 
trained for their duties and 
that it would be a bad idea 
to put them to work doing 

something else that might 
cause them to lose their 
edge as fi re horses.  
 Two days later it was 
reported “that one of 
the horses of the hook 
and ladder company ran 
against his stall while go-
ing through a training ex-
ercise and received quite an 
injury, thus disabling him 
from street duty for at least 
several days”.  Th e mayor 
pleaded with the men to 
not disband, saying that 
it would be expensive to 
call a Special session of the 
council and now that the 
horse had been injured the 
horses would not be put 
to work on the streets un-
til after the next scheduled 
meeting.  
 Th e situation went back 
and forth and eventually 
the members did disband 
with a new company form-
ing quickly to take their 
place to keep the city from 
being shorthanded should 
a fi re break out.
 Th en, fi nally, on Sep-
tember 5, 1889, it was an-
nounced “that the hook 
and ladder team will no 
longer be required to do 
day labor on the street 
hitched to farm wagons 
and scrapers.  Th e council 
in its wisdom have so or-
dered otherwise and here-
after the prancing bays will 
be used only on occasions 
of fi re and training exer-
cises.”
 Well trained fi re horses 
were a valuable commod-
ity for the department, a 
position the fi remen main-
tained and fought for until 
the time came for mecha-
nized trucks.  

Dr. Bhupinder Khaira
General Surgery 
(940) 668-6878

Dr. Chris Vissers
Orthopedics

(940) 612-8840

If you have met your insurance 
deductible, now is a great time to 
schedule orthopedic and general 
surgeries before the end of 2021.

Contact an NTMC Health surgeon today 
to schedule a consultation.

www.ntmconline.net

Incision Precision.           

Orthopedic Procedures:
• Arthroscopic procedures
• Joint repair, reconstruction and replacement
 
General Surgery Procedures:
• Appendectomy
• Cholecystectomy
• Endoscopy lab for examining the colon and stomach
• Hernia repair
• Minimally invasive laparoscopic surgery 
 

A New Legacy of Care.

Thursday, Dec. 2nd @ 6 PMDDeeeccc... 222nnddd

DRY CLEAN SUPER CENTER
1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048

15th Annual

Coat Drive
Now thru December 31

Donate new or gently used coats 
Gently used coats will be cleaned by Dry Clean Super Center

If your organization wants to help in any way, 
contact Brandi at:
940-665-0048

Or email:
Hughsinc19@gmail.com

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Laura Iveth Garcia vs. 
Primoris Renewable En-
ergy, Inc., injurydamage-
other injury/damage.

 Brandi Michelle Graham 
vs. Kelly Hugh Graham, 
divorce.
 Nicole Marie Sweatt-
friend vs. Josiah Joshua 
Sweattfriend, divorce.
 Crystal Ann Crisp vs. 
Joseph Eugene Crisp, Jr., 
divorce.
 Maria Rocio Malavar, 

Candelaria Rodriguez and 
Claribel Perez vs. Watt 
Reeder Larue, injury or 
damage with motor vehi-
cle.

Cases Decided
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Frieda Rae Perkins, tax cas-
es.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided


